3N3193339youe,
Gl ool =TI







Campus Ecologies
& Commons

Zines are intimate, handmade documents that often record fleeting
encounters and moments in time. This one emerged on an October
afternoon as part of the University Ecologies Project at Tufts
University. A small group of faculty and students met and crafted
collaged responses to a pair of prompts that asked about meaningful
features of the campus environment and forms of commoning that
appear in it. The prompts also invited consideration of the visible and
invisible as well as biotic and abiotic elements of the Tufts campus
ecologies. The pages that follow feature dead birds, pet dogs, falling
leaves, and native grasses. There are also Adirondack chairs, close
encounters with autumn, open questions about dwelling, and a
memorable cosplaying Harry Potter on a unicycle that once appeared
asifinadream.

In the process of making these pages, there were scissors borrowed
and swapped. Magazines sourced, torn, and chopped. Questions
raised and responses offered. And murmured appreciations for the
chance to work with one’s hands, collaging, gluesticking, making a
little bit of a mess on a bright afternoon.

What’s not necessarily obvious or explicitly referenced here is the
commons that is time, and the value of sharing it. This feels especially
important when no one seems to have quite enough of it these days.

We hope this record of our shared time is something you’ll appreciate.
And if you’ve taken the time to read these words, then we hope that
you are finding opportunities, moments, and communities in which
you are able to share it too.
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o 1.

TaFT5 CAMPUS
************** - CoMMo aIS

Campus ecology. What is one
your experience here at Tufts?

spot to sit, a squawky squirrel
What other surrounding eleme
Think of what you can see & to
directly sense or apprehend. F
also the soils, shoots, and roo
beyond the biotic elements th:
environment or infrastructures
these niches on campus.

2. Campus commor
Identify one thaty
happen there? Thi
temporary circles
between two tree:
consider imaginin
see (or make hapy
whom?




_ PMgE - MAKING)

2lement or niche within the campus ecology that grounds
Be specific! Is there a bumpy bend in a sidewalk, a sunny
S nest, or a single oak tree that you find yourself drawn in by?
nts make up that particular pocket of the campus ecology?
ich (& smell & hear & taste!), but also that which you can’t

or example, consider not only botanical life above ground but
s below. At the same time, encourage yourself to think

it define these ecologies, including elements of the built
(both visible and invisible) that support and help constitute

s. Think about different forms of commons that you see on campus. \
bu’re particularly fond of. What are notable activities of “commoning” that

s may include the active carving out of such common space, through

of friends, slack lines tightened and balanced upon, or hammocks placed

. Or, if there isn’t a particular campus commons that jumps to mind, then }
5 and sketching out a commons (or form of commoning) that you’d like to
en) on campus. What would you do there? When and how and with
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